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Reagan’s Latin Crusade

Frustrated Administration Seeking to Lay
Unrest at the Door of Russians and Cubans

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
$Special to The New York Times

WASEINGTON, July 27 — President while Mr, Shultz “did a masterful job”,
Reagan's repeated references in his -at the briefing, he did not dispel the

pews conference Tuesday to the Soviet | “very deep suspiciop” barbored by
goany Sepators on tbe Latin American

issue.

Union and Cuba as key sources of un- |

rest in Central America reflected grow-
ing trustration in the White

2 - News “House'that the public, Con- |

y:is' ‘gress and"the :press -have
tailed to appreciate the
serious threat posed by
Communist interterence in the region. ~
It was no accident, Administration of-
ficials said today, that Mr. Reagan re-
turned several times .at the news con-.
“erence to the ‘theme -of ‘Soviet and,
Cubansubversion. ™ T L L L
At one point, be ascribed the trouble

in Central America t0 syevolution ex-

_Ama)

rted trom the Soviet Union and from:

Cuba and trom others of their allies.”
| Later he said, +It you go to the source”
| of violence in the region, *“1 think you're
'gmndng about the'Soviet Union.” -

|" -Along with a desire to ease concern
‘that the United States was increasing
{jrs military involvement in Central
' Amperica in a way that could lead to0
war, Mr. Reagan and his advisers
wanted to use the News conference to
bring the debate over -Central America
back to the role of the Soviet Uniom,
Cubs and Nicaragua as the main insti-

tors of unrest.

But many Jegislators continued to ex- ' spom

press confusion and dissent over the
_President’s stated policy.

. The House Speaker, Thomas P.
O"Neill Jr., was sharply; critical of Mr.

dent’s performance inept and ill-in-
formed. '"There was a general feeling
on the fioor of the House last night that
the President didn't do a good job,” Mr.

Today, Secretary of State George P.
Shultz and William P. Clark, the Presi-
dent's npatiépal security adviser,
briefed senators an the policy, After-
ward, Senator Daniel Patrick Moyni-
han, Democrat of New York, said that

Reagan's defense of his policy at the .
pews conierence, calling the Presi- |

" House Opens Debate
The House, meanwhile, opened de-
to aut off covert
assistance to rebels who are seeking t0'
overthrow the Nicaraguan Govern-
ment. Congressional Jeaders predicted
aclusevoteontbemeasure,-and the
White House press secretary, Larry M.
Spesakes, agreed that the outcome of the
voting, likely to take place Thursday,
was unpredictable. [Page A9 .
Administration SUpporters and cTit-

ksngreethatt.betunn-eofm. Rea-
gan’s policy depends jargely on his abil-
ity to swing public opinion behind his
assessment that the Commumist threat
is serious and that a-United States se-
curity shield in Central America is es-
sentia) to the long-term growth of demo-
cratic institutions and economic devel-

opment.
Al ;stration officials acknowledge
thattherehasnotbeenumversal ac-

Criticistm Called Unfair

Some critics, for example, argue that
M:. Reagan has emnpbasized military
and covert intelligence action at the ex-
pense of diplomacy and economic
assistance, & Criticism that the Admin-
jstration says is untair. “For every one !
dollar we provide for security assist- '
ance to that region we provide three dol- ;
Jars for economic and human develop- |
ment,” Mr. Reagan said at the Dews
conference.

He also said that the United States
was ‘‘pot seeking & larger presence” in
Central America and added, ““We have
no military plans for intervention.” .

“*There's been entirely to0 much at-
tention to the efforts that we're making

; guabeyondanyreasonab
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STAT

to provide that security shield, and not
pearly to the other elements of
our policy,” Mr. Reagan said.

Some of Mr. Reagan’s aides, how-

STAT

ever, differing with his assertion that

planned military exercises in Central !

America are routine, bave said that the
maneuvers are designed to jay the
groundwork for an increased American
militery presence and include prepara-
tions for a possible partial blockade of
Nicaragua. ;
Plans Are Reported Unchanged
Those plans, they said today, remain
unchanged. There is o evidence, Ad-
ministration officials said, that Mr.
Reagan, concerned about public reac-
tion to the exercises, was reassessing-
the decision be made two weeks ag0 10
increase American military activity in
Central America. R
Classified Defense Department docu-
ments, officials said, specifically call
tor refining and testing plans for the!
quarantine of Nicaragua, the storage of!
American military equipment in Hon-
duras, the installation of Tadar -and
.electronic eavesAropping Systems, the
construction of a United States military!
base on the Atlantic coast of Honduras |
and support for increased covert opera- |
tions in Nicaragus. : !
Concern about the Soviet Union, Cuba |
and Nicaragua, specifically the aid that !
the Administration says they provide to .
guerrillas in El Salvador, has been the
¢riving force behind Mr. Reagan's Cen-
tral America policy from the earljest
aays of his Administration. .
That concern, heightened by receut
ing Cuban military in-
‘volvement in Nicaragua, was the main
‘reason Mr. Reagan decideqd earlier this
"month to Step Up American military ac-
rivities in Central America, according
to his aides.
The Issve of Evidence .

The debate over the extent of Soviet
apd Cuban interference in Central
America invariably comes down to the
issue of evidence. The Administration
has repeatedly j
Union and Cuba of fomenting revolution
in Central America by arming Nicara-
le defense re-
quirements and supplying weapons and
advice to guerrilias in El Salvador. )

Mr. Reagan, for example, reported at
the news conference that & Soviet

.said that six other Soviet treighters
have docked in Nicaragua in recent
months with shipments of Soviet-bloc
arms. )
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